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Foreword

Japan has extended cooperation to developing countries in agriculture, forestry and fisheries
for more than 50 years since the start of its participation in the Colombo Plan in 1954. Over the
decades, international cooperation has changed in nature: from support chiefly given to national
governments or centers for boosting food production to more assistance in satisfying basic human
needs, community requirements and global issues.

Accordingly, Japan’s cooperation in agriculture, forestry and fisheries and rural development
in developing countries has diversified their target areas, not only achievement of food
self-sufficiency but a wide variety of activities; global issues such as poverty reduction,
environmental protection and gender consideration, promotion of rural employment and
encouragement of agriculture-related industries. The impact on national lands and economies by
disasters such as earthquake and unending war and conflict around the world are serious, therefore it is
recognized that the importance of strengthening of cooperative relationship for reconstructions is
growing.

On the other hand, although total budget of ODA has turned to increasing in this fiscal year,
in this decade, nevertheless, the Japanese government has reduced its ODA budget consistently,
which press for future international cooperation activities to be conducted more effectively under
the severe financial situation.

Despite these circumstances in Japan and other countries, developing countries are expected
to continuously eagerly ask Japan to support them, mainly in the areas related to agriculture,
forestry and fisheries including poverty reduction and reconstruction assistance, because these
sectors still constitute a large portion of their economies.

In addition, there are still nearly 800 million undernourished people in the world and most of
them live in developing countries. Millennium Development Goals, which were drawn from the
actions and the targets contained in Millennium Declaration adopted during the UN Millennium
Summit in 2000, are eight goals to be achieved by 2015 including halving the proportion of people
who suffer from hunger. It is the turning point of the achievement of MGDs period in 2008, and
further cooperation is demanded for the achievement.

With the situation of the international community undergoing changes, it is important for
Japan to consider raising private sectors’ vitality and encouraging grass-root activities of
non-governmental organizations, and to provide more effective, efficient assistance in wider areas
with financial and technological supports.

We have prepared this booklet from materials complied by the International Cooperation
Division, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, on the philosophy and ways of Japan’s
international cooperation in agriculture, forestry and fisheries, and on the progress of recent
activities.

We hope this booklet will help you understand Japan’s overseas cooperation in agriculture,
forestry and fisheries.
March 2009

Hisao AZUMA
President, Japan Association for International Collaboration of Agriculture and Forestry (JAICAF)




3 Multilateral Cooperation

Multilateral cooperation means the international cooperation extended through contributing to the
capital of and funding international organizations, dispatching experts, and so on.

Bilateral cooperation is advantageous in that it allows Japan to exercise flexible and careful
management in accordance with the foreign policy and it directly contributes to friendly relation
with the beneficiary country. The other form of cooperation, on the other hand, makes full use of
the expertise of international organizations, ensures neutral assistance, and can cover those
developing countries which Japan can not assist satisfactory.

International organizations are roughly divided into two categories: international
development financial institutions which loan necessary development funds, and international
agencies which mainly carry out technical assistance-related activities. The cooperation through
international development cooperation organizations is achieved, for example, by contributing to
their capital for international development financial institutions. For other organizations, funds are
provided for their projects, and their operating expenses are shared. In addition, sending personnel
to those organizations is another from of cooperation.

Under the severe condition of Japanese fiscal situation, however, Japanese contribution and
investment to the international organizations should be used more effectively and efficiently.
Addition to that, Japan requires proper financial management and business operation as well as
ensuring positions for Japanese officials commensurate with Japan’s financial contribution of the
international organizations. Japanese Government makes every effort to ensure better accountability,
compilation of effective budget and increase of Japanese officials.

Among international organizations relevant to cooperation in agriculture, forestry and
fisheries are: International development financial institutions such as the International Fund for
Agricultural Development (IFAD), World Bank Group (the International Bank for Reconstruction
and Development (IBRD), the International Development Association (IDA), etc.) and the Asian
Development Bank (ADB); technical cooperation-related organizations such as the Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO), the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research
(CGIAR), the Asian Productivity Organization (APO), and the World Food Program (WFP), etc.

Afghanistan (Photo by M. Kuwahara)
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Amount of Subscription and Contribution (total) to
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Source: Prepared by the International Cooperation and Planning Division, MAFF based on the data from ODA White Paper 2005, until
fiscal 2004. Since fiscal 2005, the figures were adapted from the data issued by International Cooperation Bureau, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. http://www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/gaiko/oda/index/shiryo/yosan.html

Note 1: Until fiscal 2004, each data was based on a net disbursement (final value). Since the fiscal 2005, the amount of ODA projects
budgets (unit; ¥100 million) were converted to the disbursing official rate (FY 2007: $ 1.0 =¥ 116).

Note 2: Includes amount for the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD)

Amount of Contribution Appropriated by
the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
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Source: Prepared by the International Cooperation and Planning Division based on the ODA budget of Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry
and Fisheries.

Note: Until fiscal 2006, each figure was based on a net disbursement (final values) and for fiscal 2007, the budget (unit; ¥1,000) were
converted to the disbursing official rate (FY 2007: $ 1.0 =¥ 116).
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